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Improving our healthcare system to deliver better quality care at lower cost is critically 
important to our nation’s long-term economic and fiscal well-being. 

The rising cost of healthcare is one of the key drivers of our growing national debt, which 
crowds out important investments in our future economy, including priority areas like 
education, research, and development, and infrastructure. 

Although the United States spends significantly more per person on healthcare than other 
industrialized nations, our health outcomes are no better – and often worse. 

As lawmakers consider changes to healthcare reform, the infographic below highlights some 
key facts about the American healthcare system. To learn more about possible policy 
options, see our discussion of healthcare solutions or visit the Peterson Center on 
Healthcare. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Source: https://www.pgpf.org/infographic/infographic-us-healthcare-spending  by Peterson Foundation 

http://www.pgpf.org/finding-solutions/healthcare
http://petersonhealthcare.org/
http://petersonhealthcare.org/
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TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE POLICY OPTIONS 

VISIT: PGPF.ORG/HEALTHCARE

IMPROVING OUR HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

UNITED STATES PER CAPITA 
HEALTHCARE SPENDING
IS MORE THAN 
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HEALTHCARE COSTS PER CAPITA

OECD AVERAGE $3,620

USA $9,024

SWITZERLAND $6,787

GERMANY $5,119

SWEDEN $5,003

CANADA $4,506
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YET, AMERICA’S HEALTH OUTCOMES
ARE GENERALLY NO BETTER THAN
THOSE OF OUR PEERS, AND IN SOME CASES 
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 FOR MORE ON INNOVATIVE HEALTHCARE SOLUTIONS

VISIT: PETERSONHEALTHCARE.ORG

THAT’S $765 BILLION. 
THAT WASTE ALONE IN U.S. HEALTHCARE IS

MORE THAN WE SPEND ON K-12 EDUCATION.


